 [1] I'm pretty sure what Gerhard refers to here are the senseless horrific slaughter of German civilian populations through the fire bombings of the people of Dresden (and of other cities)—no significant military targets were attacked—February 13-15, 1945 (when the war was practically won—it ended in early May 1945). As this English historian has stated, "... By the end of Summer, 1944, "there is evidence that the Western Allies were contemplating some terrible but swift end to the war by committing an atrocity which would terrify the enemy into instant surrender. Without doubt, the inner truth has still to be prised loose, but the thread of thought can be discerned." 

As yer humble editor, I don't want to get started on the morality of air-bombing, but I don't know how you can not call it a war crime... especially because of the indiscriminate killing of (millions of) civilians. Strategic, pinpoint bombing is a myth, as a cursory examination of death tolls following air raids in any theater in any war will attest. It was certainly a myth in WW2, and allied leaders authorizing terror-bombing of noncombatants certainly intended to kill as many civilians as possible in Dresden and other cities, when they knew that doing so would not end the war by a microsecond or save a single allied soldier's life. I don't think even the fire bombing apologists deny that. — bw — bw
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