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Legisiators need to work
together to save Michigan

The legislators and governor are try-
ing to increase our taxes again.

Why don't they bring back all of the
businesses and home owners they
caused to leave?

We could save a lot of cash by cut-
ting the pay and perks of the people
who we pay 1o run our state.

We have too many fat cats in
Lansing and they need a diet.

There are some great leaders and
hard workers. To those people | say
thank you. :

The problem is direction. They are
lost. { think we should go back fo the
basics.

Somewhere we made a wrong turn
and the state is lost.

it's time that we stop pointing fingers
and start iooking at our problems.
What has happened is in the past. We
must stand together and go forward.

John Clees
White Lake Township
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Becriminalizing mariiuanﬂ‘
couid help state budget

Most of us know people who do an
honest day's work for an honest day's
pay under auspices of the State of
Michigan. We also know people in the
private sector who work conscien-
tiously to make a living. And let's face
it the public sector depends onthe
private secior to generate the weaith
required to provide state services.

According to the accountants, the
state of Michigan is falling short of
paying for these state services by
roughly $1.7 billion. In a previous letter
| suggested we decyiminalize drugs,
especially marijuana, thereby eliminat-
ing roughly $1.2 billion in unnecessary
costs immediately. Then by legalizing
agricuiiural hemp {the natural strain of
cannabis that does not get anyone
high) you create a lot more revenue
from thousands of new family farm
operalions.

Budget problem solved: Not a sin-
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current situation is a result of those tax
cuts without proper attention to
improved efficiencies.

What makes most sense is an
income tax. With proper deductions
and credits, income taxés can be
increased without hurting the economi-
cally disadvantaged.

Many of our state-supported pro-
grams, including education at all lev-
els and health care, will need more —
not less — funding. Many people have
said that Michigan's long-term solution
revolves around having more highly
educated and trained citizens.

Bradley T. Barnes, M.D.
Rochester Hills

League urges residents

fo vote in Troy elections

The League of Women Voters of
Troy Area, a nonpartisan organization
whose purpose is to promote political
resporisibility through the informed
and active participation of citizens in
government, wants to encourage
every eligible citizen in Troy to vote in
the City General Election on Tuesday,
Nov. 6. Polls are open 7 am.-8 pm.
Due to new state election laws,
there is one seat for mayor for a four-
year term, one seat for City Council for

gle state worker or teacher or even
poficemnan needs fo be fst go. So'do
we lay off teachers or prison guards?
You make the call.

That's the contextual Libertarian
solution and for the life of me | cannot
understand why the Republicans and
the Democrats aren’t putting that on
the table.

| really think a few Republicans will
cross over and Lansing will reach
soma kind of compromise tax hike or
shift, Either way, the state goes — tax
hikes or cuts in service —my fear is
the hikes or cuts won't fall on the
unproductive fat cats, private sector or
public sector, but on the average
worker trying to make an honest living.

Brian Wright
Novi

a two-year term, and three seats for
City Council for four-year terms. All
eats are contested races except for
hat of mayor.

The job descriptions of these posi-
ions show they all are important to the

ture of Troy.

To voie in Troy, a citizen has to be
fegistered to vole. That is a simple
process but must be done 30 days
before the election. You can downioad
he form from the city Web site, www.
roymi.gov.

One way to meet the candidates in
berson is 1o come to our Candidate’s
Forum 7-9 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 4in
he Troy Community Center Rooms
04-5.

We urge all Troy citizens to take to
e sure o vote, either in person at

Tax increase needed
to halance state buduet

eir precinct or via absent voter bal-
ot.
Pam Brady, Vice President
League of Wornen Voters Troy Area

positions should be service to the
community, not a career.

It is past time to move these people
away from the trough and back into
the fields where the work needs to be
done.

Thomas E. Davis
Waterford Township

State should probe firms
that pay cash to workers

| am constantly amazed at our state
legislators’ willingness to impose taxes
to solve budget problems.

As {understand it, Michigan has the
second-highest paid legistature in the
nation. However, there is no willing-
ness to make significant cuts there. So
here is a suggestion from an honest,
hard-working, tax-paying, smalf busi-
ness-owning man with no political
savvy. Hire forensic CPA's to investi-
gate companies such as lawn servic-
s, hair salons and tree companies, to
name a few. Many of these companies
pay their employees cash or half cash,
thus avoiding paying state tax, federal
tax, unemployment fax, SUTA, FUTA,
FICA, and higher wotkman compensa-
tion rates.

It wouldn't take a rocket scientist to
figure out that & company employing
10 men, with the owner living in a half
milfion-dolfar house should show more
than $150,000 in gross revenue. |
would have to believe the additional
revenue gained would more than com-
pensate for the cost of the CPAs,

The bonus of this investigation may
be the location of illegal aliens.

| know this entails more work than
sitting up in Lansing, puiting pento a
new tax bill, and maybe this is not the
total solution, but it is an idea. Who
knows, maybe the state legislators
could even cut taxes... Nah, what was
1 thinking?

Terence Jenkinson
Rochester

Report from ‘real soldiers’

reveals irag war status

After fistening to General David
Petracus and Ambassador Ryan
Crocker, | find a much more objective
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